Un brainstorm! 
Social networks

10-20 minuti
A gruppi di 3
Parlate dei social networks elencati qui sotto. Come si usano?

Scegliete un portavoce che  presenti le vostre idee al gruppo.… Cercate di essere creativi nell’esposizione! Potete usare entrambe le lingue
Prendete nota delle vostre idee
1) ICQ / Other networks
2) Facebook
4) Skype
5) G-chat
6) My Space

7) Twitter
LETTURA
Social networking in today’s world

Hands up those of you who like to chat online? 
How many of you use  Facebook? 
Probably quite a few of you, as in today’s world we can’t seem to live without it. 
So what is a social network? 
It is a way of communicating with other people. 
Why do we use them? 
Because we like to communicate with other people, especially our family and our friends. It is a good way to keep in touch. There are many different forms of social networking. Probably the most popular today are Facebook, Skype, MySpace, Twitter, Google chat and ICQ. All are different. 
So what is Facebook? 
It is a network that allows users to communicate with others using chat. It also allows you to upload photos etc… 
Skype allows users to telephone each other for free – if both sides are using computers. It allows people to phone each other in different countries at a greatly reduced rate – the cost of a local call thus transforming how we communicate with each other. Other similar networks allow one to telephone to far off countries at an even lower telephone rate than Skype charges. The ‘new’ Skype gives a better sound performance - whereas before the sound quality was poor. Users today can see each other if they use a video camera. 
ICQ network has also upgraded itself. However, it tends not to be as popular today as it used to be. It depends on which country you are living in and what your friends use as to what you use and what is the most popular form of communicating. 
Twitter is also very popular today. People like to upload messages like “I just made a cup of tea.” However, it came into its own during the Iranian election when the current government cracked down on its own population. It denied them the freedom of communication. Twitter users told the world what was really happening. 
Other networks like Unister, for university students, are also used. Social networking sites like MySpace have rapidly evolved and will probably continue to do so. While Facebook and Skype remain the most popular today who knows what tomorrow’s new technology will bring us?

COMPRENSIONE
1. TRUE / FALSE: After reading the article guess whether these sentences

are true (T) or false (F):

a. Twitter is the most popular social network 



T / F

b. ICQ has also upgraded itself 





T / F

c. The new Skype gives a better sound performance 


T / F

d. Twitter came into its own during the Iranian election


T / F

e. Skype allows users to telephone each other for free

 
T / F

f. People like to make a cup of tea 





T / F

g. University students like to chat in the library 



T / F

h. Facebook, Skype and Google chat are owned by Bill Gates 

T / F

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article:

a. chat 





cheaper

b. probably 





certainly

c. so






because

d. network 





accepted

e. poor 





thus

f. lower 





unfold

g. whereas 





possibly

h. really 





insufficient

i. evolve 





talk

j. popular 





system

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match the following phrases from the article:

a. Hands up those of you 




with other people.

b. How many of 





social networking.

c. in today’s world we can’t seem 



with other people

d. So what is a 





different countries

e. It is a way of communicating 



communicate with others using chat.

f. we like to communicate 




to live without it.

g. There are many different forms of 


technology will bring us?

h. It is a network that allows users to 


you use Facebook?

i. It allows people to phone each other in 


social network?

j. who knows what tomorrow’s new 



who like to chat online?

ATTIVITA’
1.

Let’s do ‘The Article Quiz’: With your partner or in small groups:

(1 point for each correct answer. Lose ½ point if you look at the article for help!)

Student A

1) How many social networking sites are mentioned?

2) How did Twitter come into its own?

3) What does the new Skype give?

4) What happened in Iran?

5) What does Skype allow?

Student B

1) What is Facebook?

2) Why do we use social networks?

3) What is Unister?

4) What have rapidly evolved?

5) What has ICQ done?

2. Discutete le seguenti domande in piccoli gruppi (3)
MySpace and Facebook: What would be the benefit of utilizing these social networking sites? 
Twitter: What does Twitter offer that MySpace and Facebook don’t? 
Also, what do MySpace and Facebook offer that Twitter doesn’t? 
What could Twitter do very well?

Blogging: If a blog is what you’re trying to drive people to, talking about your blog will obviously be necessary. However, if what you’re driving people to is an event at school, what kind of role could a blog play in promoting that event?

YouTube, Vimeo, SchoolTube, etc: Don’t forget about video sharing sites. How can they be used

to promote the event – or, like any of these things, how could video sites be useful after the event?
3.

Let’s tell a story! Social networking: Below are 20 words and

phrases from the article. Use them to compile your own story about social

networking. (Imagine!) Add 2 words of your own. 

1 popular 

11 Skype

2 MySpace 

12 photos

3 in touch 

13 Iranian election

4 chat 


14 family and friends

5 ICQ 


15 Twitter

6 video camera 
16 Google chat

7 evolve 

17 telephone

8 online 

18 new technology

9 Facebook 

19 communicate

10 social networking 
20 cup of tea

Your choice 1 ______________ Your choice 2 _________________

4.

Let’s compare! Social networking sites: With your partner(s)
compare the social networking sites listed below. Which is the best? Which is the

worst? Which do you use? What do your friends use?

1 Facebook 

5 Google chat

2 ICQ 


6 Skype

3 MySpace 

7 Unister
4 Twitter 

8 Your choice ____
5.

Let’s think! 10 things about social networks: Think of 5 positive and 5 negative things about social networks. Write them below. Compare and discuss with other groups.

5 positive points 






5 negative points

1 








1

2 








2

3 








3

4 








4

5 








5

6.
Final Presentation: Individually, prepare at home a 2 minute oral presentation/a written article on Social Networking.
DISCUSSIONE
STUDENT A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student B)

a. Did the headline make you want to read the article?

b. How useful are social networks?

c. What benefits do you get by using a social network?

d. Do you like chatting on social networks? Why? Why not?

e. Do you use a web cam?

f. Do you prefer to chat, speak or both when online with your

friends?

g. Which is the newest social network?

h. Which is the oldest social network?

i. Have you managed to contact many of your old friends using

social networks?

j. What business benefit is there for companies using social

networks?
$---------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to student A)

a. What do you think about what you read?

b. What is your favourite social network? Why?

c. What is the worst social network? Why?

d. What social network do your friends use?

e. What would you do without a social network?

f. What 3 tips would you advise a newcomer new to social

networks?

g. How would you sell social networks to your friends to entice then

to join?

h. Why do people use social networks?

i. Do you Tweet on Twitter?

j. Did you like this discussion?
